
  

 

Minutes  
May 5, 2021 – Zoom call 

6:00 pm  
 

Present: 
Heidi Baker, Rockport 
Anita Brosius-Scott – Camden 
Lynda Clancy – Rockport 
Geoff Scott – Camden 
Richard Stetson – Camden 
Helen Shaw – Rockport 
Alison McKellar, Camden Select Board Liaison 
Jeff Hamilton – Rockport Select Board Liaison  
 
Absent: 
Andrew Stancioff – Camden 
Jane Self – Camden, Alternate  
Margo Murphy – Rockport 
Robert Davis –Camden 
 
April Minutes – Accepted as written. 
 
Committee Membership – Discussion re whether there is a statutory requirement that 
committee member be from the towns the Comm represents. Some do (Like Planning Board) 
but not all. Action – Anita to follow up with Will Galloway (who lives in Hope) as possible 
Camden Alternate.  
 
Sidewalk Survey – Review of questions to prompt a good evaluation of each street plus best 
way to format the questions. How to record info. Due to lack of more time, delaying final 
decision until next month where we’ll finish discussion on how to record (clipboard; electronic, 
layer on town’s GIS). Action – Alison will work on Camden GIS possibility (Anita is interested 
in helping too). Action - Heidi on Rockport’s. 
 
Rockport’s Comprehensive Plan – the Committee has requested input from all town 
committees as well as committee members. Concern about deadline for submission being 
tomorrow. More reasonable is end of week; Jeff says he will back us up. Geoff sent the hyperlink 
for the Rockport survey; will send again. Again, Rockport residents can fill out as individuals. 
The rest of the meeting was spent coming up with this Committee response to the survey: 
 

Our People: Who are we? What do we value? What problems are we looking to solve? What 
are our expectations of our community? 

We are a community that recognizes the benefits — economic, social, health and environmental 
— of connecting destinations including municipal and educational institutions with safe, 
pleasant routes for people to bike, walk, or run as well as to enhance local non-vehicular 
transportation options and recreational opportunities. We recognize the importance of 
providing viable transportation routes for the mobility impaired and for those who do not or 
cannot use cars. We recognize the value of year-round bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in 
the community. 



  

 

Our Community: What are we? What are our community’s strengths, weaknesses, unique 
qualifications considering what is going on in the world, the country and our region? 

For a small town, Rockport has an array of destinations — restaurants, schools, hiking trails, RES 
field, the hospital, Beech Hill, Harbor Park, MRC, Marge Jones fields, the library, Aldermere 
Farms, Erickson Fields. We are lagging behind other communities in developing safe bike and 
pedestrian infrastructure that connects all these destinations. When people use bike/ped 
infrastructure they meet other members of our town, which further develops community 
connections and sense of place; something that does not occur when using vehicles.  

Our Housing: What is it? Describe our current housing alternatives and what else you might 
like to see. More housing? More choices? Where?  

We must do more to connect our housing developments with safe ped and bike infrastructure. 
Concurrent with new housing development, we need to pro-actively consider present and 
future opportunities for public ped/bike connections through placement of easements. We must 
strengthen review for ped/bike infrastructure through ordinances and when planning is 
undertaken. Subdivision ordinances for construction must include consideration for new/future 
bike/ped infrastructure. 

Our Environment: How are we doing? What should be our approach to the environment? 

We must develop more bike/ped infrastructure to encourage more walking/biking as an 
alternative to using cars and reduce our collective carbon footprint. We must also ensure that 
vegetation not impede our sidewalks and pathways, and that a safe line-of-sight is maintained. 
Water drainage must be managed with an eye towards mitigating unsafe ice formation in 
winter, particularly across pedestrian ways.  

Our Economic Growth: What does growth look like? What economic growth would you like to 
see in our town if any?  

Our economic growth is strongly tied to the outdoor economy. We need to facilitate more 
connections for walking and cycling. Resist stretching out new destination businesses along Rte 
1 and Rte 17, instead try to concentrate them in community centers: the Village, West Rockport, 
Rockville, Glen Cove. Realistically, more and more business destinations will be built on Rte 1 
and 17, so plan for new bike/ped connections along those routes with setbacks/esplanades 
along the roads with higher speed limits.  

Our Public Facilities: How do they serve? What should be our approach to town governance, 
and infrastructure such as schools, library, gathering places, fire/police, town office, 
playgrounds, parks, broadband, water, sewer, electric, roads, sidewalks? 

We need to develop safe bike and ped infrastructure that connects schools, library, gathering 
places, town office, playgrounds, parks, etc with the long-range goal of public safety, public 
health, the environment and the economy. The Select Board should approve a Bike and 
Pedestrian Safety Resolution which will guide the various departments in decision making. Each 
time an infrastructure project is considered by town (e.g. sewer and road construction, new or 



  

 

maintenance), adding new bike and ped infrastructure must be considered. And finally, all 
members of the Comprehensive Plan Committee should read the 2015 Pathways Master Plan. 

 
Concern about deadline for submission – G says end of week; JH says will back us up (“run 
interference” re. deadline. 
Geoff sent the hyperlink for the Rockport survey; will send again; Rockport residents can fill out 
as individuals. 
 
Geoff will forward links to Q’aire and articles from Alison – she’s adding it to the folder. 
 
Adjourned 7:3o 
Next Meeting June 2 
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